
Milo Gene Hockett
September 4, 1929 - November 1, 2019

Milo Gene Hockett was born into the home of M. Buel and Mabel (McNichols) Hockett
September 4, 1929 in Burr Oak, Kansas, joining two sisters, Beth and Leta. He received
the name Milo from his father, but the family chose to call him by his middle name, Gene.
Later he went by the name M. Gene Hockett, except for legal documents when he had to
use his first name. 

 

Gene attended his first two years of school in a one-room schoolhouse in Kansas. His
family then moved to Greenleaf, Idaho. He completed grade school at Greenleaf and then
high school at Greenleaf Friends Academy, graduating in 1947. It was during these years
Gene became involved in leadership and ministry opportunities. His family was active in
the Greenleaf Friends Church. In his high school years Gene became the president of the
church youth group, was asked to speak in a Sunday evening church service and sang
tenor in the academy quartet. Singing in the quartet gave him experience of going to other
churches, opportunities to share his testimony and involvement in a wider circle of
Christian ministry. 

Following high school graduation, Gene spent the summer with a Pacific College quartet
in Talent, Oregon, serving as pastors for the Friends Church. This began his three years of
singing in quartets during his college days, including traveling one summer with the
Crusaders quartet representing the college. Music was an important part of his college life
as he also sang in the choir. His senior year he served as assistant pastor and choir
director for the Lents Friends Church in Portland, Oregon. 

Gene was also active in sports. He played football, baseball, and his favorite sport,
basketball. 

Graduating from college in 1951 Gene worked on farms in Idaho for the summer before
his marriage to Betty May Street on September 7, 1951 in Portland, Oregon. Gene and
Betty made their first home in college housing in Newberg while Betty finished her last
year of college and Gene worked in the local Safeway store. Gene also served as



assistant pastor of the Forest Home Friends Church in Camas, Washington. 

In the Fall of 1952 Gene enrolled in Western Evangelical Seminary, now Portland
Seminary, to begin his training for the pastorate. He also became the assistant pastor at
Piedmont Friends Church where he served for two years. 

 

During his middle year of seminary Gene was asked to serve as the first pastor for a new
Friends church in Metolius, Oregon. He and Betty commuted on weekends from Portland
to Metolius during his senior year. Because of the added pastoral responsibilities, Gene
postponed his seminary thesis for a year and graduated from seminary in 1956. 

Gene served as pastor of the Metolius Friends Community Church for eight years. During
that time the congregation purchased a house for a parsonage, purchased property and
built a church building. The attendance grew during this time, reaching many families in
the community. 

 

In the summer of 1962 Gene accepted a call to become pastor of the West Chehalem
Friends Church near Newberg, Oregon. He served there as pastor until the summer of
1969. The attendance increased during this time and the congregation built an expansion
to the sanctuary. 

 

George Fox College, now George Fox University, invited Gene to become the first full time
Executive Director of Alumni, a position he accepted in the summer of 1969. He served at
George Fox College as Alumni Director, Alumni and Church Relations Director and
Parents Relations Director for the next fifteen years. During this time the Alumni
Association was reorganized, and a board of directors was named. Gene guided the
Alumni Board of Directors and later the Parents Board of Directors. He traveled
extensively, representing the college in churches, church related conferences, alumni and
college promotional dinners. He also selected and scheduled music groups to represent
the college during the summers. It was under his leadership that the music group
Dayspring began. 

 

Gene left George Fox College in the summer of 1984 and shortly thereafter became the
Western Regional Director for World Gospel Mission, where he served for the next 10
years. Gene led more than 20 work teams to various mission fields of WGM including
Honduras, Mexico, Kenya, Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay, Hungary and inner-city locations
within the U.S.A., as well as ministry trips to England and Northern Ireland. 

 

Following Gene’s retirement from WGM, Gene and Betty moved to the Friendsview



Retirement Community in the summer of 1998. During retirement Gene worked part-time
for Attrell’s Funeral Chapel in Newberg. He enjoyed this job and considered it as a
ministry. 

On November 1, 2019 Gene passed away in Newberg, Oregon. He is survived by his wife
of 68 years, Betty (Street) Hockett of Newberg; children, Steve (Eloise) Hockett, Christine
(Jeff) Stanfield, Susan Hockett; four grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. Gene
was preceded in death by his parents and two sisters. 

 

Memorial contributions can be made to World Gospel Mission (WGM) – Member Health
Department, for care of missionaries. Contributions designated in memory of Gene
Hockett can be sent to WGM at PO Box 948, Marion, IN 46952.



Cemetery Details

Newberg Friends Cemetery

500 S. Everest Road
Newberg, OR 97132

Previous Events

Memorial Service

NOV 17. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (PT)

Newberg Friends Church
307 S College St
Newberg, OR 97132
office@newbergfriends.org
http://newbergfriends.org

mailto:office@newbergfriends.org
http://newbergfriends.org/


Tribute Wall

EM

BC

Mark Dunbar - November 07, 2019 at 03:47 PM

I remember when Gene was WGM Northwest regional coordinator. He did an
excellent job and always displayed a servant's heart. He lived for Christ and now
he lives with Christ.

Elson and Toy Mast - November 06, 2019 at 01:38 PM

Gene and Betty were the gracious hosts of World Gospel Mission's Western
Regional Office when we came through as young, new missionaries. We stayed
upstairs in the office's guest room. They treated us like their own children, always
making sure that our needs were met. Later when they retired to Friendsview
Retirement Community, and we were on the West Coast raising our support, we'd
stop by each furlough to visit with them. Gene was always excited to share about
his little gardening plot, which was always abundantly bearing fruit. That's how we
remember Gene, abundantly bearing fruit, the Fruit of the Spirit. We rejoice today
because we can hear the Master say, "Well done, good and faithful servant." -
Matthew 25:21

Betsy Tarr - November 06, 2019 at 12:18 PM

I remember when Gene and Betty brought a work team to Hungary. He was a
gentleman to the core and a true son of our Heavenly Father. His spirit was
gentle like Jesus'. I know you all will miss him greatly. May our Heavenly Father
hold you close in His arms and give you the comfort and grace you need in this
time of loss. 
Love, 

 Betsy Tarr 
 WGM

Betty Comfort - November 06, 2019 at 12:15 AM

Gene Hockett was our friend many years. He was Gene Comfort's roommate in
1950-51 at George Fox College. He introduced us, and in 1955 we became Gene
and Betty along with them. He sang and helped perform our wedding. He was a
true man of God and now is face to face with Him. God be close to those Gene
left here.
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Peter Snow - November 05, 2019 at 11:22 PM

I knew Gene for many years and was a faculty member at George Fox when he
was there. When he was working for World Gospel Mission he encouraged Janet
and I to go on short-term mission trips. We went on a number of them with he
ands wife to Honduras, Argentina and several other countries. 

 We enjoyed the mission trips and the times of helping both in construction and
helping on medical teams. Janet had the opportunity to teach children and to help
with other services on the many trips we went on. 

 The spiritual experiences we had were good and made the group an enjoyable
time with team members and the nationals we met and worshiped with. The Lord
was good to all the teams and the help we were able to give to nationals. 
Peter Snow

Michael Pounds - November 05, 2019 at 11:06 PM

Shirley and I count it a privilege to have served with Gene Hockett in World
Gospel Mission...but importantly counted the Hocketts as valued ministry
friends!..another holy saint has populated heaven


