Joyce Colleen Colling

December 28, 1938 - January 22, 2026

Joyce C. Nelson Colling

December 28, 1938 — January 22, 2026

Joyce C. Colling, 87 passed away peacefully January 22, 2026, in Portland
Oregon. Born Joyce Colleen Nelson December 28, 1938, in Portland Oregon,
Joyce grew up in the Newberg and Dundee area. Her family home is now the
headquarters of a local Dundee winery, The Four Graces.

Joyce is survived by daughter, Lisa and sons Scott, Doug and Brian
grandchildren Nathan, Caty, Dylan, Wesley, Elise, Briana, Tony, Evan and
Chase and brother David Nelson.

Joyce was known for her adventurous spirit and dedication to family,
education and career.

Joyce earned her bachelor’s and master’s degree in nursing from University of
Oregon and a PhD from University of Washington in Gerontological Nursing.
She taught community health nursing at Oregon Health Sciences School of
Nursing for many years and conducted original nursing research funded by
the NIH and Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. She authored over 40
published articles and presented over 100 papers nationally and



internationally at professional conferences. Joyce also participated in nursing
knowledge exchange programs with the Chinese Government, traveling
extensively in that country and hosting many nursing students from China
here in Portland. Joyce retired as a nursing professor in 1995 and
subsequently joined a local private practice as a Urological Nurse Practitioner
for another 10 years. When Joyce retired from professional life, she moved to
Dundee Oregon and turned her energies to community projects focused on
historic preservation in partnership with the Dundee Women’s Club.
Throughout her career, Joyce dedicated herself to mentoring students and
colleagues, always seeking ways to better the practice of nursing in service to
community and to improve patient care.

Throughout her life, Joyce traveled extensively and in her later years with the
love of her life, Tom Owens who predeceased her. Together they traveled to
Europe, Asia, Africa and the US, and many times to Madera Portugal, their
favorite place to visit. Joyce always loved relaxing at her Rockaway beach
house, gazing out the big window at the ocean.

Joyce made a positive impact on her children, friends and the many students
who benefited from her mentorship. She will be greatly missed.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 1:00 PM, February 21, 2026, at the
Mirabella Portland, Park Room, 3550 SW Bond Avenue, Portland Oregon
97239. Contact Lisa Powell via email for more information at
lisap5450@gmail.com.



Cemetery Details

Dundee Pioneer Cemetery

SW Red Hills Drive
Dundee, OR 97115

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

FEB 21. 1:00 PM (PT)

The Mirabella
3550 SW Bond Avenue
Portland, OR 97239



Tribute Wall

Gail Womack lit a candle in memory of Joyce !

Colleen Colling

Gail Womack - February 21 at 06:16 PM

Joyce will be forever a part of our lives. We are so sad to hear this
news.

I first met Joyce in 1964 when she was my professor at OHS School
of Nursing. She was an excellent instructor and a true mentor to me
throughout my education. We became neighbors in 1966, and
personal friends when we moved to a small trailer in Tigard, on a
filbert farm, not far from their house. Our husbands were both
teachers, and coaches at Tualatin Junior High School. She was so
helpful to us during this time, which included dropping out of school
for a semester for the birth of our first child in 1966, and helping me
to finish my degree, the following semester. They frequently had us
over for dinner, and even a salmon fishing experience on the coast!
Joyce and | always had something to talk about , Nursing and
raising children were frequent talks. We moved to Corvallis in 1968,
for my husband (Darryl) Masters degree. We eventually moved to
Bend, and then to Denver CO in 1971. | was so inspired by Joyce,
and wanted to continue learning about health care, and | eventually
went to Medical School, and practiced OBGYN for almost 30 yrs.
We remained in contact all these years, including a Christmas card
this year! We were fortunate to have a visit with her in Portland,
when | was there for my 50th Reunion from the School of Nursing.
We will miss her deeply, and condolences to all of her family.
Sincerely, Gail and Darryl Womack

Gail Womack - February 21 at 06:12 PM



