
Hugo William "Bill" Schwabe
November 20, 1922 - October 12, 2021

Bill Schwabe passed away at home in Newberg, Oregon the afternoon of
October 12, 2021 surrounded by his loving family. 

 

The first child of Wilhelm and Johanna (Hermann) Schwabe, Bill was born in
Vilnius, Lithuania November 20, 1922. 

 

As a baby, Bill immigrated from Germany to the United States with his mother
aboard the SS Manchuria, arriving at Ellis Island October 2, 1923. They soon
joined his father who worked in the coal mines of Dawson, New Mexico. 

 

After graduation from Dawson High School, Bill attended machinist school,
moving to Bremerton, Washington to work in the shipyards. At the beginning
of WWII he volunteered for the Army Air Force where his clarinet talents were
discovered and he served in the band. Bill was sent to Europe where he was
on the General’s administrative staff. First stationed in England, then France,
Bill witnessed the liberation of Paris. After the war Bill returned to the states,
joining his mother and brother in Silverton, Oregon. 

 

Bill attended Oregon State College and Oregon College of Education, earning
his bachelors degree in Education. In 1954 Bill completed his masters degree
in Elementary Education and Administration at University of Oregon. 

 



During an education seminar, Bill met and fell in love with Gwen Stilwell, a
Special Education Teacher. They were soon engaged and married June 3,
1954 at Rose City Park Presbyterian Church, Portland, Oregon. 

 

Bill began teaching in Amity, Oregon and finished his 34 year career in
education as principal of Dundee Elementary School in 1982. 

 

A proud and loving husband and father, Bill’s greatest joy was spending time
with his family. He enjoyed camping trips, gardening, and playing golf –
including a hole-in-one on the 7th hole at Woodburn Golf Course. 

 

Bill was preceded in death by his parents and brother Eric. Bill is survived by
his beloved wife of 67 years, Gwen Schwabe, two daughters, Kathy (Greg)
Smith of Canyon Country, California and Julie (Bob) Kipper of Corvallis,
Oregon. 

 

Bill’s family would like to express their sincere gratitude to his Providence
Nurses, especially Sonya Burgess and Gretchen Prewitt, devoted caregivers
DeVaughn McMillen, Kathryn Crawford and Rebecca Johnson, and
Providence Hospice. 

 

In lieu of flowers the family suggests donations to The Salvation Army or
Newberg Animal Shelter. 

 

Private interment was held at Valley View Cemetery. A memorial service will
be held at Zion Lutheran Church, Newberg, Oregon Saturday November 20 at
2pm – on what would have been Bill’s 99th birthday. 

 

Arrangements by Attrell’s Funeral Chapel



Cemetery Details

Valley View Memorial Park

24235 NE Dayton Avenue
Newberg, OR 97132

Previous Events

Memorial Service

NOV 20. 2:00 PM (PT)

Zion Lutheran Church
301 S. River St.
Newberg, OR 97132
newbergzion@gmail.com
http://www.newbergzion.com

mailto:newbergzion@gmail.com
http://www.newbergzion.com/
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Julie Schwabe Kipper - December 09, 2021 at 01:29 AM

5 files added to the album Hugo William Schwabe

Julie Schwabe Kipper - December 09, 2021 at 01:26 AM

3 files added to the album Hugo William Schwabe

Julie Schwabe Kippe - December 09, 2021 at 01:24 AM

3 files added to the album Hugo William Schwabe
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Milo lyon - October 27, 2021 at 08:18 PM

He was principal when I attended Dundee elementary he was firm
yet always fair and caring I saw him a few years ago about 15 years
I gueese he was always friendly he earned the respect of the people
rest in peace Mr Schwab you will always be in our hearts and minds

Larissa - October 26, 2021 at 10:22 PM

Mr. Schwabe was my principal at Dundee Elementary too. I still
remember the retirement assembly we had to thank him and wish
him well. I believe the whole school sang Thank you very much!"
from the musical Scrooge, but that was a lot of years ago. Later,
when I started attending Zion Lutheran, I was so happy to see the
Schwabe's attended there too. Gwen is one of my favorite people. I
could see why he fell in love with her. These two people have
poured love and faith into so many people over the years. 

Ronnie Foote - October 26, 2021 at 09:24 PM

He was the principal at Dundee when I went there. Tall man in a
black suit is what I remember.

Nancy March - October 21, 2021 at 02:09 PM

Sorry for the familys loss.I was a Dundee Scool kid in the 70s ,when
he was principal,with my anxiety these days, I probably kept Mr
Schwabe on his feet alot


