Elroy Johnson
September 15, 1924 - March 12, 2010

In Memory of Elroy Johnson Merritt Elroy Johnson was born the son of Ralph and Eva
(Haight) Johnson on Monday, September 15, 1924 in Bashaw, Canada. Elroy grew up and
went to school in Newberg. After graduating from high school, Elroy joined the U.S. Navy
and served on a troop transport ship. He was honorably discharged and returned to
Newberg where he worked with his parents and family making and moving log rafts on the
Willamette River. In 1945 Merritt married Mary Grace Dixon, and they made their home in
Newberg. He went to work for Portland General Electric in 1948 where he worked as a
lineman. In 1984 he retired after 35 years of service in the company. After retirement,
Elroy and his family had a farm west of Dundee. He enjoyed gardening, using the tractor
and going to garage sales. He was a fisherman and they had a vacation home in Alaska.
On Friday, March 12, 2010, Merritt Elroy Johnson died at Providence Newberg Medical
Center when he was eighty-five years, five months and twenty-five days of age. Surviving
and left to honor his life are: his wife, Mary Grace Johnson of Dayton; two daughters,
Carol Chaffer of Dayton and Nancy Marugg of Newberg; his brother Robert Johnson of
Newberg; seven grandchildren, thirteen great-grandchildren, one great-great-grandchild,
and those who have come to know and appreciate him where he has lived and
worked. His daughter Beverly Turner; his brother Elden Johnson; and his sister Ruby
Page preceded him in death. His Funeral Service will be Friday, March 19, at 2:00 p.m. in
Newberg Nazarene Church. A family committal will follow in Valley View Memorial Park
and Mausoleum, Newberg. Chapel Viewing and Visitation hours are Wednesday and
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Attrell's Newberg
Funeral Chapel, a Golden Rule funeral home. Memorial contributions may be made to the
Yamhill County Gospel Rescue Mission c/o Attrell's Newberg Funeral Chapel, 207 Villa
Road, Newberg, Oregon 97132. Copy to: Newberg Graphic/ News Register/ Oregonian
form

Comments

“

Raz and I send Mary and the whole family our heartfelt condolences. May God be
with Elory and with all of you during this difficult time. We will miss Elroy very much
and will always remember him. He was a great neighbor for 23 years. We will
remember the many years he and Mary shared their bounty of crops from their
garden. The sweet corn was the best any where. We enjoyed the beautiful purple
and blue (dried) flowers, and the gladiolas that he grew in the front lawn for his
church arrangements. And lately, I have enjoyed watching the little bluebirds that he,
Carole and Mary raised. Now there is several of them, and I have become a great
fan of them. I'm always looking for them around our yard. Hopefully, Mary and Carole
will continue their garden, and I hope I will have one too (if we can get the tiller to
work) so we can continue to share gardening tips and crops. We are praying for you
during this difficult time. God Bless, -Hope

Hope Garcia - March 18, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary,Carol and Nancy, We are so sorry for your loss. We care about you, we're
thinking of you and praying for all of you. We are so greatful to have been able to
listen to Elroy's wonderful stories. Thank you so very much for allowing us into your
home and sharing him with us. We just found out about his passing today from my
Dad. With our deepest sympathy Donald and Rose Eoff

Donald & Rose Eoff - March 18, 2010 at 12:00 AM

